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Agri Expo 2018

Date: October 8th, 2018 Time: 10.30 AM

Venue: Anna Auditorium

Inaugural Session - Agenda

10.30 AM - Invocation.

10.33 AM - Welcome Address:
Prof. S. Narayanan, Pro-Vice Chancellor.

10.38 AM — Lighting of Kuthuvizhakku.

10.40 AM - Honoring the Guests.

10.45 AM - Felicitation:
Prof. Anand A. Samuel, Vice Chancellor.



10.50 AM - Felicitation:
Shri. G.V. Selvam, Vice President.

11.00 AM — Special Address:
Mr. Neil Kennington, Agricultural Attache, New Zealand Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade.

11.10 AM — Special Address:
His Excellency. Eng. Wassfi Hassan El-Sreihin, Secretary General, African-Asian
Rural Development Organization (AARDO).

11.20 AM - Presidential Address:
Dr. G. Viswanathan, Chancellor.

11.35 AM —Inaugural Address:

Dr. K. Sathyagopal, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary and Commissioner, Revenue
Administration, Disaster Management and Mitigation, Government of Tamil
Nadu.

11.55 AM - Vote of Thanks:
Dr. C.R. Sundararajan, Professor In-Charge, CSRD-RS.

Tree Plantation.
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Date: October 9th2018 Time: 12.00 Noon Venue: Anna Auditorium

Valedictory Session — Agenda

12.00 Noon — Invocation.

12.03 PM - Welcome Address:
Dr. C.R. Sundararajan, Professor In-Charge, CSRD-RS.

12.08 PM — Honoring the Guest.

12.10 PM - Felicitation:
Prof. Anand A. Samuel, Vice Chancellor.

12.15 PM - Felicitation:
Shri. G.V. Selvam, Vice President.

12.25 PM - Presidential Address:
Dr. G. Viswanathan, Chancellor.

Inauguration of VIT School of Agricultural Innovations and Advanced Learning
(VAIAL), VIT Agricultural Farm.

12.40 PM - Valedictory Address:
His Excellency. Mr. Paramasivum Pillay Vyapoory, President, Republic of

Mauritius.

12.55 PM - Vote of Thanks:
Dr. S. Babu, Director, VAIAL.

National Anthem.
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Mauritius.

“They came to work in agricul-
ture during the French and Brit-
ish colonisation. They came as
artisans and masons to build the

AgnExpo drawstoa close at VIT

President of Mauritius opens the School of Agricultural Innovation and Advanced Learning

V. Selvam (left) at the

PilhyVyapWy (socondfmm rlght) with VIT Chancellor
(right) and
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dictory eventat VIT, e
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because hard work that ,” he told the farmers.
gzyey did algfngmwlﬂl others In- He said that he would be tak-
dians from the States of Bihar, ing part in the fifth Tamil Eco-
Andhra Pradesh and Maharash- nomic Conference in Puducherry
tra, and the Chinese, French and and later at an event to mark the
also from Africa,” he said. seningupofdle‘hmllw:lﬁre
“With your 1 work, by VIT Ch G.

& INDIAN
'EXPRIESS

Viswanathan. The association, he
said, was aimed at propagating
Tamil and culture

-charge of Centre for

and Research Studies also spoke.
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‘Augmenting food productlon is challenging’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
18 Vellore

food production to meet the de-
mands, said Wassfi Hassan El-
Sreihin, secretary general of Af-
rican-Asian Rural Development
Organisation (AARDO).
Inaugurating a two-day agri-
cultural exhibition at the Vellore
Institute of Technology (VIT)
here on Monday, he noted that ag-
riculture plays a very vital role
and remains & major source of
employment for the population in
most African-Asian countries
and also provides food and in-
come to rural families.
El-Sreihin expressed concern
over the decreasing size of the
per capita arable land in the
world even as the population is
growing, triggering a challenge
to food production. “The chal-

Agriculture stedents of VIT nlanrmg Daﬂdy smlmgs during Agri Expo-2018 as
Wassfi Hassan EL-Seeihin, secretary general of African-Asian Rural Development
QOrganization, and 6 Viswanathan, founder and chancellor of VIT, look on | exeasss

lenge is to produce enough food
to meet the needs of increasing
population while preserving and
enhancing the natural resource
base upon which the well-being
of memm and future genera-
tions depend,” he said.
Expressing concern over the
poor income earned by small
farmers in India, he said, how-

ever, the country is rich in re-
sources like scientists, research-
ers and knowledgeable farmers,

Founder and Chancellor of
VIT G Viswanathan, in his felici-
tation address, stressed the need
for promoting agriculture, sus-
tainable lrrlgxﬂon facilities and
Interlinking of

“The l‘arminu eommunlly is

worst hit by unavailability of wa-
ter for irrigation. There is a nocd
to inter| peninsular

ers, if

He rued that about 200 tme wa-
ter had run off to the sea when
Cauvery river was surging re-
cently because Tamil Nadu
hasn't got enough storage capac-
1tytaho!d|bewa(errek¢sed in
the river. “If the rivers of Tamil
Nadu are linked, all the 41,000 wa-
ter tanks can be recharged.”

Calling for urgent steps to
check the trend of agricultural
land being converted into hous-
ing plots, GV Selvam, vice presi-
dent of VIT, noted that scarcity
of water for irrigation is one of
the factors plaguing the sector.

About 4,500 farmers from Vel-
lore and Tiruvy | are tak-
ing part in the exhibition, Agri
Expo-2018, featuring 112 stalls by
many government departments,
agencies and private firms.
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